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PART I: ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS (70 points)

Read the text below and then answer questions 1-8.

20

25

TAKING IT SLOWLY

Last week our reporter met with Donald Paley of the Slow Reading Movement,
an organization that wants people to read more slowly. This is just one of many
movements that have been established in recent years to fight the rapid pace of
modern life. These "slow movements" focus on different daily activities, such as
work, gardening and travel, and try to convince people to do them more slowly.
Paley explained to our reporter why he is a strong supporter of the idea of slowing

down. Here are some excerpts from the interview.

Can you tell us what the slow movements are all about?

These days we're constantly being told that fast is good and faster is better. But the
slow movements believe in a totally different way of life. It all began with the Slow
Food Movement, which was founded in Italy in 1986 as a protest against the fast food
restaurants that were opening up everywhere. Its members urged people to take their
time over the routine activities of cooking and eating. They were soon joined by other
slow movements that promoted more traditional, leisurely ways of doing everything.

That's the philosophy behind the Slow Reading Movement as well.

But don't we have to read fast these days, when there's so much information
around?

It's true we need to deal with more information than ever before, but reading fast isn't
the solution. How well do you concentrate when you read quickly? How much do
you really absorb? And reading slowly doesn't only improve comprehension, it also

enables you to get a lot more pleasure from a text.

How popular are the slow movements today?

It depends where you look. So far, most of our members are in Europe, but we're
working hard to spread our message. We hold meetings and give lectures all over the
world, and I'm happy to say that they attract more and more people every year.
It means more people are beginning to realize that we're paying a heavy price for

our current lifestyle, and are willing to do something about it.
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QUESTIONS (70 points)
Answer questions 1-8 in English, according to the text. In questions 1, 3, 4 and 8,
circle the number of the correct answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions.

1.

What are we told in lines 1-7 about the slow movements?
(i)  What the reporter thinks of them.
(ii)) How they find members.
(iii)) What they want to achieve.
(iv) Why they are spreading.
(8 points)

According to lines 10-13, what happened in Italy? Fill in the missing information

in the sequence below.

(D) e .
(2)  Some people were against this.
(3)  TREY ettt .

(2x7=14 points)

What does Paley explain about the slow movements in lines 9-15?
(i)  Where they are most popular.

(ii)  Why they have changed.

(iii) Why they aren't spreading quickly.

(iv) What they have in common.

(8 points)
Paley uses the questions in lines 19-20 to show that (-).
(i) reading quickly has disadvantages
(i1))  readers absorb a lot of information
(iii) most people don't read quickly
(iv) fast readers need to concentrate less
(8 points)
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5. COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.

In lines 20-21, Paley explains why you should ..........cccccoeririiinininiincncnicienne .
(8 points)

6. In line 24, Paley refers to the "message" of the slow movements. What is that

message?

ANSWER: ..ttt e e e e et ettt e e e e e e e et e et bbb a e e e e e e eeebaabaaeseeaaaes .
(8 points)

7. How do the slow movements spread their message? (lines 23-27)

ANSWER oo e ettt e e et e e e e et e e e et e e e et e e aaat e eetaaaaaaaaas .
(8 points)

8. What can we understand from lines 23-27?
(i)  That Paley's opinion of the slow movements has changed.
(ii)  That Paley is optimistic about the future of the slow movements.
(iii)) Why the slow movements are most popular in Europe.

(iv) Why people should try to spend less money.
(8 points)
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PART II: WRITTEN PRESENTATION (30 points)

Write 100-120 words in English on the following topic.

9. Write a letter to a friend telling him or her about a special event you have been to.

You may relate to one or more of the following:

x*  What the event was (for example, a birthday party, a sports event, a wedding,
a music festival).
*  Who you went with.

%  What you liked and / or disliked about the event.

! Aanbsna

Use this page and the next (nos. 5-6) for writing a rough draft.
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Write your final version here:
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